A Numbers Game at NSF
Those upset that President George W. Bush proposed only a 2.4% increase in the 2006 budget for the National Science Foundation now have reason to believe NSF's new director, Arden Bement, is on their side. But don't ask him to talk about it.
Appearing 11 March before a House spending panel that handles NSF's budget, Bement was asked how much the agency requested last fall in its 2006 budget submission to the White House. Most officials duck the commonly asked question, but Bement, known for his straight talk, decided to answer. "To my best recollection it was 15%," he replied, a figure in keeping with an NSF authorization passed 3 years ago that would have doubled NSF's budget over 5 years. The agency actually submits "several scenarios," he told the panel, and this year the final request wound up "somewhere between the median and the low end."
Asked later for details, however, Bement told Science that the number "was based on a fuzzy memory." He declined to give the actual figure, citing "predecisional" negotiations with the Administration.
- Last week the Department of Justice announced that the total was 17, and that NIH and the U.S. Department of Agriculture had given Poehlman $2.9 million in grants based on fraudulent applications. In addition to pleading guilty to making a false statement on a federal grant application, Poehlman agreed to pay $180,000 to settle a civil suit with the government. A plea hearing and sentencing are pending.
Colleagues say Poehlman's work was extensive but did not affect underlying assumptions about how the body changes during aging. Richard Atkinson, editor of the International Journal of Obesity, said in an e-mail that removing Poehlman's work may reduce the evidence that energy expenditure decreases across time with menopause, but "it does not invalidate the concept." Judy Salerno, deputy director of the National Institute on Aging in Bethesda, Maryland, says his work "wasn't the final answer. 
